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FIJI AND THE WESTERN PACIFIC
The last outposts of the Colonial Empire which remain
to be described are the islands of the Pacific. There are
numerous groups scattered throughout that wide ocean, but
the principal is Fiji, which is also the headquarters of the
Western Pacific High Commission.
The Fiji islands are about 1,000 miles from Auckland,
and 1,700 from Sydney. The two principal islands are Viti
Levu, on which is situated the capital, Suva, and Vanua
Levu, and these islands between them account for over
6,000 square miles of the 7,000 occupied by the whole
archipelago, which comprises over 200 islets. In the past,
the Fijians had a warlike and savage reputation, and were
constantly engaged in intertribal warfare and in cannibalism
which led to the group being long shunned by Europeans,
though Tasman, Captain Cook, Bligh of the Bowtyy and
many other navigators visited them. They were, however,
well situated for trade and sea communications, and during
the American civil war settlers from Australia and New
Zealand planted cotton and even attempted to set up a
Government, for the islands enjoy a healthy climate, but
the experiment was not a success.
Meanwhile, an outstanding chief had emerged in the
person of Thakombau, who applied for British protection
for the islands. This was at first refused, but on being more
than once repeated, two commissioners were eventually
dispatched to investigate. The chiefs offered to cede the
sovereignty, and Sir Hercules Robinson, then Governor of
New South Wales, went to the islands to negotiate the
terms, with the result that a deed of cession was executed
by Thakombau and other chiefs on October 10, 1874,
transferring sovereignty of the whole group to the British
Crown.